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Introduction



Hello and 
Welcome

Hello! So you’re reading this because you are thinking about getting a Divorce or 
separating from a significant other? You’re looking for options…answers…. what to do 
next…am I right?

After practicing family law for almost a decade, I have seen everything from amicable 
divorces to divorces that are years in the making. 

My main goal?
 
To help you navigate the bumpy and confusing waters of the legal system.  This ebook 
will help answer some questions that are running through your head in the middle of 
the night!  If you have more questions, check out my podcast 

 Listen- At Moralespadialaw.com 
 Watch- Lawful Insight on YouTube. 
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The End Goal



To know where we end, 
we must know where to start. 

Whether you’re considering a divorce or separation- IT WILL BE 
DIFFICULT!  This is likely a person you spent years, if not decades 
with.  It will get emotional, splitting everything down to the 
furniture, but if you can maintain good communication you can 
accomplish a lot.

Remember… IF YOU AGREE TO THE SPECIFIC TERMS OF YOUR 
DIVORCE, YOU CAN DO ALMOST ANYTHING!

Contested or Uncontested
You may think you know the answer to this, but it’s always good 
to have a starting point. 

When you call an attorney, the first questions in always-  “will this 
be contested or uncontested?” 

You and your spouse need to decide if you agree on everything.  

Ask yourself:
 Who gets the house?
 Who gets which car?
 Where are the kids living?
 Who is paying child support?
 How is the debt going to be divided?
 How are we dividing the retirement accounts?

0
2

 - T
he E

nd
 G

oal

05



What if my spouse does not want to get divorced?

Too Bad! 

They cannot keep the divorce from happening, but they can slow 
down the process. 

Should I hire attorney or do it myself?

This is the question of the hour…it depends on a couple things: 

1. How comfortable you feel about doing it your self and doing it 
correctly? 

2. Is my case complicated? (Is there a lot of assets or debt)

(You should do a consultation with an attorney, at least to know your 
options!)
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The Basics



Children
Custody is called “conservatorship,” in Texas.

Most of the time the parents will be named “Joint managing 
conservators.”  Which is a fancy term for saying, you get to make 
decisions for the child.  

However, one parent will be “primary.” The primary parent 
determines where the child lives. 

Visitation is called “possession and access.”  (Texas likes to use its 
own lingo!)

Again, I’ll reiterate if you agree, you can do whatever you want 
with visitation.  If you cannot agree, then the non-primary parent 
will generally get a standard possession order. 

Assets and Debt
Texas is a community property state!  This means ANYTHING 
that has been acquired during the marriage (assets and debt) is 
generally split 50/50. 

This includes credit cards, loans, real and personal property, stocks, 
bonds, retirement…

(It does not matter whose name it is in!)
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Divorce



How long will a divorce take?

While there is no specific timeline- Texas has a 60-day waiting 
period.  

The clock starts when you file the Petition.  However, every case 
is different.  If you have a lot of assets to divide or loose strings to 
tie- It can take longer. 

(I’ve seen divorces on day 61 or day 437! Talk to an attorney and see 
what they say about your options.)
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Things to 

Remember
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Things to remember 

Consult an attorney- most attorneys offer free consultations to 
discuss the specifics of your case.  It might be worth it to chat with 
an attorney and get an idea of the issues and the costs associated 
with your case. 

Ending Checklist:

 Name change

 Transferring deeds and or titles

 Update beneficiaries

 Update wills

 Divide retirement benefits 

 Child support wage withholding order

 Once the divorce is final
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Contact



Morales Padia Law
45 Northeast Loop 410
Suite 213
San Antonio, Texas 78216
MoralesPadiaLaw.com
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